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Cardinal Lavigcrie, archbishop of Carthage and founder of the
famous Peres Blancs (the missionaries who have done so much
good in northern Africa) and a man therefore thoroughly conver-
sant with African affairs, estimated that at least 2,000,000 people
per year had been lost to Africa on account of the slave trade, in-
cluding those who were killed by the hardships of the march to
the coast, the children who died because they were too young to
be of any value and were therefore left to the mercies of the wild
animals, and those who were actually shipped away to foreign
shores.
Dr Livingstone, another highly competent judge, put the actual
number of slaves taken away from their homes every twelve
months (regardless of those who died because they were left
behind without any protection) at 350,000, of whom only 70,000
ever reached the other side of die ocean.
Between 1700 and 1786 not less than 600,000 slaves were
brought to Jamaica alive, and during the same period more than
2,000,000 slaves were carried from Africa to the West Indies by
two of the smaller English slave companies. By the end of the
eighteenth century Liverpool, London, and Bristol maintained a
fleet of 200 vessels with a total capacity of 47,000 Negroes, which
plied regularly between the Gulf of Guinea and the New World.
In 1791 when the Quakers and the enemies of slavery in general
began their agitation against this outrage, a survey of the slave
stations along the Bight of Benin showed 14 English, 15 Dutch,
4 Portuguese, 4 Danish, and 3 French. But the British were better
equipped and handled one-half of the whole trade, the rest being
divided among the other four nations.
Of the horrible things that happened on the mainland we
learned very little until much later, when the British, in order to
stamp this business out by the roots, went on shore in search of
further violators. It then appeared that native chieftains had been
among the chief offenders, selling their own subjects as uncere-
moniously as those German rulers of the eighteenth century sold
their regiments of recruits to the English for the purpose of
quelling the rebellion in Virginia and Massachusetts. But the
general organization of the business had always been m tj*f